Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.095; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.8.
In the title complex, [ZnBr 2 (C 12 H 9 BrN 2 )], the Zn II ion is in a distorted tetrahedral coordination environment formed by two imine N atoms of the bis-chelating N-heterocyclic ligand and two Br atoms. The dihedral angle between the pyridine and benzene rings is 8.04 (17) .
Related literature
For background information on diimine complexes, see: Small et al. (1998) . For the use of iminopyridine complexes as olefin polymerization catalysts, see: Ittel et al. (2000) ; Britovsek et al. (1999) . For related structures, see Dehghanpour & Mahmoudi (2007) ; Dehghanpour et al. (2007) .
Experimental
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Comment
Complexes of iminopyridines with late transition metals have recently found a renewal of interest (Small et al., 1998) .
The unexpected and recent discovery that such complexes in particular the imiopyridine iron(II) and cobalt (II) complexes, may act as active catalysts for olefine polymerization render them more attractive for chemists (Ittel et al., 2000; Britovsek et al., 1999) . The title complex, (I), Fig. 1 , was prepared by the reaction of ZnBr 2 with the potentially bidentate ligand (4-bromophenyl)pyridin-2-ylmethyleneamine.
As might be expected for a four-coordinated zinc(II) complex, the metal center has a tetrahedral coordination environ- 
Experimental
The title complex was prepared by the reaction of ZnBr 2 and (4-bromophenyl)pyridin-2-ylmethyleneamine (molar ratio 1:1) in acetonitrile at room temperature. The solution was then concentrated under vacuum, and diffusion of diethyl ether vapor into the concentrated solution gave colourless crystals of (I) in 84% yield. Calc. for C 12 H 9 Br 3 N 2 Zn: C 29.64, H 1.87, N 5.76%; found: C 29.68, H 1.89, N 5.74%.
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically calculated positions with C-H = 0.93Å and refined in a riding-model approximation with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) There is a high positive residual density of 2.06 e Å -3 near the atom Br2 (distance 0.88%A).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I) showing the atom-labelling scheme with thermal ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
